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Speaker: Tim McCardel 

New Message Series: “What Matters Most” 

Today’s Talk: Straight Talk About Your Enemies 
 

Ephesians 6:10-12 
Paul’s Final Words in N.T.: 2 Timothy 4:1-8 
2 Corinthians 1:8-10           
2 Corinthians 4:16-18           
Philippians 3:17, 18 

What Matters Most 
1. Release, Don’t Retaliate 
Matthew 5:38-42           
Exodus 21:23, 24           
Matthew 5:38 
“Lex talionis” (latin) - the law of retaliation; used by street gangs and drug cartels 
Three Truths: 

1) Our Creator God gave us rights and we do have the right to seek justice: Our God is a God 
who seeks justice. 

2) True Christ-Followers however—when wronged—are to release our desire for retaliation. 
Romans 12:19, 20           
Leviticus 19:18 

3) We are to let God settle the matter. 
2. Recalibrate: Release Your Rights 
Matthew 5:39 
Jesus’ Radical Words: 
1) Jesus wasn’t saying “don’t’ ever defend yourself” 
2) Jesus was saying that to break the cycle of violence we must sometime choose to not retaliate 

against evil. 
“Recalibrate”- “to correct or adjust the setting, to change the way you think or do something” 
3) This doesn’t apply to war against evil actions nor to abusive, violent action in a marriage or family 
Genesis 6:13 
4) This applies to personal offenses: how true Christ-Followers are to respond when personally 

wronged 
Matthew 5:39-42 

Jesus 4 Examples of a harmful, evil person out to hurt: 
1) A person insults us 
2) Someone sues us for our rightful property 
3) Somebody forces us to do something we don’t want to do 
4) Someone begs money from us 
In Each Case: Our rights have been violated but we are to recalibrate, to release, and not to retaliate. 

1) Release our right to dignity 

Matthew 5:39 

2) Release our right to property 

Matthew 5:40 

Romans 12:19-21 



 When God evens the score He brings justice and seeks to bring redemption too! 

3) Release our personal independence 

Matthew 5:41 

4) Release our right to money 

Matthew 5:42 

  

Next Week: Straight Talk About Your Enemies, Pt. 2 
  

 


