Date: July 6, 2025

Speaker: Pastor Tim McCardel
Message Series: “We Are Family”
Today: God’s Design For Parents

Our Theme: Our Focus: God’s Design for Parents: To be a faithful, loving, wise tool in His hands for the
purpose of creating God-Consciousness, God-submission, and knowing how much God loves them.

1. Their Need: Acceptance
1 Thessalonians 2:12
James 1:19
Key Tools:
1) Listening — This says “l respect you and | value what you’re thinking.” - “Sensitive Listening:
like rubbing our fingers across the cracks of another person’s soul.”
2) A Refusal to Abuse: Threats without Grace; Rewards—without wisdom. Shame and Guilt—a
short term harvest only: a long time negative if maintained too long.
3) Time and Talk: not a Duty but a Delight; showing real love and expressing true value.
Psalm 34:6
Proverbs 18:21
2. Their Need: Affection
Truth: Every child runs to who cheer for them.
1) An “I Like You” Attitude
Proverbs 17:22
Building Blocks:
- Train yourself to see reasons to celebrate them
- Do vacations together—having fun, reconnecting on a deeper level.
- Have fun and laughter together—"every tradition is like a cord that binds the family closer together.”
2) An “I Love You” Attitude
1 Peter 4:8
Matthew 3:17
2 Keys:
1) Rules without Relationship = Rebellion
2) Relationship Without Rules = Resentment
3. They Need Affirmation
“I am so pleased with you” flows from acceptance and practicing affirmation.
Exodus 19:3-5
2 Corinthians 12:9
4. Keeping the Lights On
1. Don’t let the lights grow dim—"You can know the law by heart without knowing the heart of
it.” ~Yancey
2. But Also, Grace doesn’t condone crooked paths our children may take; that’s cowardice
laziness, selfishness: NOT TRUE LOVE
Titus 2: 11-15
Matthew 5:16 (paraphrase) “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world yet lose your own
kids.”




